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Life is good for designer/
TV design show host K en-
neth Br own. New ba by. New
bedding line for Q VC. New
baby line of crib bedding and
decorativ e accessories tha t
just made its debut in Ba bies
ªRº Us stores last w eek. And,
oh, did we mention he's
designing Zac Efr on's house?
Vanessa Anne Hudg ens' too.

Tha t's separa te houses ,
the L.A.-based designer
notes , for the r omantically
link ed ªHigh School Mu-
sicalº stars .

And when it comes to their
design styles, ªthey're com-
plete opposites,º he shar es
with us in a recent tele phone
interview . 

ªIf they e ver get mar ried,
they'll ha ve to have separate
houses. He's very moder n
and she's very traditional.º

And Br own? ªI'm smac k
dab in the middle of them,º
says the host of HGTV's
ªreDesignº and TLC's ªOv er
Designed.º 

His moder n-meets-tradi-
tional style is just like his
home: a warm and moder n
three-bedr oom in a Holl y-
wood landmark at the cor ner
of Holl yw ood and V ine . 

He and his 5-month-old
daughter , Harper (ªthe light
of my lifeº), and two dac hs-
hunds , Oli ver and Benson,
liv e on the ninth f loorÐright
below Char liz e Theron. And
fr om his bedroom windo w,
he can see the HOLL YWOOD
sign and the Capital R ecords
sign.

ªIt is a 180 from my c hild-
hood home on the outskir ts
of Baton R ouge, La.,º Br own
says. ªIt was a home home. It
was a famil y home,º he sa ys
of the Acadian-style house .
ªIt was on a lot of land. And
it was a wonderful place to
gro w up in. We ne ver had the
nicest of things. ... but it was
the most comf ortab le home
I'v e ever been in.º

Bro wn a ttrib utes tha t
comfor t par tl y to the smell of
his dad's cooking, par tl y to
the way it was situated on
the land. And the fur niture.
ªIt's w hat I g rew up with.
They ne ver got new fur ni-
ture .º 

What item in your home
shout s ªKenneth Br own
liv es her e!º The wall color .
It's a muddy g r een br ownÐ
pr etty much in all the main
li ving ar eas. It's that color
tha t if you looked on a paint-
chip c har t, you'd sa y, `Ooh,
disgusting.'

But when you see it on the
wall, you lo ve it. (It's Sher-
win-W illiams Status Br onze,
No. 7034.) The floors ar e
ebony. ... I use a very high-
gloss white molding tha t
reall y gi ves it definition and
reall y sets it of f.

One thing on your night-
stand: A c lock. It is a non-
digital c lock. I can't stand
digital c locks . I just hate the
color that it glo ws. And it
just ne ver seems to w ork

with the decor. ... [His c lock
is] sort of a r t deco. It's cr eam
and has numerals at 12, 3, 6
and 9. It's very simple and
classic.

One thing on a wall in y our
bedroom: Probabl y the
danger ous Curtis J ere-style
starb urst metal sculptur e.
(Why dang erous? L.A.'s

af finity for ear thquakes , he
answers.)

One thing you ha ve in y our
house from your child-
hood: I have these two old
[metal] lion book ends. ...
They look more expensi ve
than they ar e. I think I got
them at a g arag e sale or m y
mom did. I remember as a
kid loving them.

Thre e things w e' d find
under your kitchen sink:
Old T -shirts , a plant wa ter-
ing can and a b ucket.

What is the bigg es t c ollec-
tion in your home?
BooksÐar t books and his-
tory books. T hey'r e my tw o
favorites . Some are no w
spilling o ver and becoming
side ta bles in the house .

What r eading mat erial
w ould we find in y our

bathroom? I don't ha ve any.
I just ne ver understood tha t.

Bigges t surprise w e' d find
in your closet: Tha t I don't
own a winter jac ket. 

Thre e things w e' d find
under your bed? My cell
phone c harger . A dog ramp .
And a f lashlight.

Do you do any snooping o f
your own when visiting
friends? No. [But] defi-
nitely , I always have the urg e
to help them tidy up and
arrang e their accessories .

Do you hang your t oilet
paper o ver the front or
do wn the b ack: Howev er it
goes on.

Who would you like us t o
ªsnoop º in on? Marc
Jacobs. I'd like to see w hat
sur prise he has in his c loset.

SN OOP P ATROL

Riding high in `Hollywood's' shadow

The muddy gr een br own ( Sherwin- Williams' S t atus Br onze ) on the walls in K enne th Br own' s dining
room is one of his s t yle signatur es.

Abov e the bed, Br own' s ªdang erousº me t al sculp tur e. On his
nightst and, a simple and classic non-digital clock.

The Ladybug P aisle y set ( comforter , bumper pad, she et and crib
skirt , $159.99) is from Br own' s collec tion for Babies ªRº Us.

Int erior de signer /TV de sign
show host K enne th Br own.
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